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just as important, his modesty made recognition by
his elders easy and gracious.

From 1782 until the adoption of the Constitu-
tion, Marshall was almost continuously a member
of the Virginia Legislature. He thus became a
witness of that course of policy which throughout
this period daily rendered the state governments
more a,nd more "the hope of their enemies, the
despair of their friends." The termination of
hostilities against England had relaxed the already
feeble bonds connecting the States. Congress had
powers which were only recommendatory, and its
recommendations were ignored by the local legisla-
tures. The army, unpaid and frequently in actual
distress, was so rapidly losing its morale that it
might easily become a prey to demagogues. The
treaties of the new nation were flouled by every
State in the Union. Tariff wars and conflicting
land grants embittered the relations of sisterStut.es.
The foreign trade of the country, it was asserted,
"was regulated, taxed, monopolized, and crippled
at the pleasure of the maritime powers of Europe.n?
Burdened with debts which were the legacy of
an era of speculation, a considerable part of the
population, especially of the farmer class, was de-
manding measures of relief which threatened the